


A school rooted in its 

community can be a force 

for the Common Good



Why do the Common Good Schools programme?

What does the programme consist of?

How can your school get involved?
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This introduction is from Together for the Common Good, a 

charity working to strengthen the bonds of social trust. 

T4CG call people to fulfil their vocational responsibility by 

putting Common Good principles into practice and by 

working with others of different opinions and backgrounds 

in shared purpose.
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Why should our school do the Common Good 

Schools programme?
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Society is fractured

SMALL BUSINESSES FACING COLLAPSE

LONELINESS A MAJOR 

HEALTH CONCERN

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 

SURVIVING ON FOOD HANDOUTS

ECHO CHAMBERS:

AGRESSION IN 

SOCIAL MEDIA

RISE OF THE 

TECHNO GIANTS
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Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, 

a British Orthodox rabbi, philosopher, 

theologian, and author.

Common Good values are needed 7

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BvLp4VdW1A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFrqTFRy-LU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BvLp4VdW1A


School - a force for the Common Good

A school acting as a hub in its local context can be catalyst to… 

• Encourage young people to take responsibility

• Form character

• Bring people together

• Link local institutions, strengthen civil society

• Generate neighbourhood pride

• Foster communities in which all can flourish

…build the Common Good
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What is the Common Good Schools programme?
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Common Good Schools programme

Aims

• Encourages young 

people to take 

responsibility for their 

unique vocation in 

relationship with others

• Positions the school as a 

force for the Common 

Good in its local area

• Develops character

education

• Brings the Common 

Good alive

Who is it for?

• Suitable for all ages across KS3 and KS4

• Can be scaled up to Post-16 and below KS3

• All schools – non religious language suitable for all

When and how can it be delivered?

• Bespoke to the school

• Assemblies suitable for whole-school or year group 

setting

• Lesson material is designed to be flexible. Tasks can 

be cherry-picked, they can be delivered in variety of 

contexts and should be delivered in order

• By a range of educational professionals including  RE 

specialists, SLT, school chaplains, pastoral leaders, 

those responsible for SMSC or PSHE
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What does the programme consist of?
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• Ten Assemblies ready to go

• Ten Lesson Plans fully prepared, each 

consisting of a set of linked tasks to be taken 

as whole – or certain tasks can be cherry 

picked to achieve the weekly focus if time is 

short

• Community Engagement Activities to put 

theory into practice

Three components 

Components are linked by a coherent thematic structure, with built-in flexibility. 

The ideal: components are delivered in conjunction with one another.

Community 

Engagement 

Activities

Ten 

Assemblies

Ten 

Lessons

A 10-week ‘off the shelf’ programme consisting of 3 core components:
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COMMON 

GOOD 

PRINCIPLES

run throughout 

the programme

The Principles 

resonate with 

universal ethics 

while rooted in 

the Christian 

gospel

Written in non 

religious 

language and 

illustrated in fun 

colourful 

graphics
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Thematic structure

Week and Theme Assembly
Lesson 

Plan

Example Community 

Engagement Activity

Week 1: What is the Common Good? ✔ ✔ Neighbourhood mapping

Week 2: Where is the Common Good found?  ✔ ✔ Neighbourhood mapping

Week 3: Who is valued? ✔ ✔ Local speakers invited 

Week 4: What is valued in a person? ✔ ✔ Local speakers invited 

Week 5: What can others teach us?  ✔ ✔ Visit local organisation 

Week 6: What do I have to offer? ✔ ✔ Invited local groups 

Week 7: What about difference? ✔ ✔ Visit local places of worship 

Week 8: Do I take my responsibilities seriously? ✔ ✔ Local speakers invited 

Week 9: Who has been left behind? ✔ ✔
Review neighbourhood 

mapping 

Week 10: The story so far... ✔ ✔
Celebration event with 

neighbourhood partners 
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How it works

Assemblies

• One per week

• Supplied as a Powerpoint 

presentation file

• Written to be read straight from 

the presentation

• Delivered to whole school or 

year group

• Ends with a weekly challenge: 

a new challenge each week

Lessons

• One per week. Complements 

theme of assembly

• Lesson plan, presentation and 

resource sheets all provided

• Concept for the week is 

explored in detail

• The lesson’s tasks can be 

cherry picked

• Ends with a weekly challenge 

linked to Assembly

Community Engagement Activities (CEA)

• The practical out-working of 

the Common Good principles 

through activities across the 

ten weeks

• A small planning group, led by 

staff and key members of the 

local community, organises 

interventions involving young 

people

• Use of already established 

contacts

Measuring impact – is the school community taking the principles on board?

• A set of easy-to-use measuring tools enables staff and students to track outcomes

• Students complete Student Health Check cards/Health Check Polls, rewarded with postcards and/or stickers

• Staff have the option of completing a Community Engagement Audit and an Assembly and Lesson Audit to 

capture impact
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Teachers’ Manual & Resources Pack

The Resource consists of:

✓ Teachers’ Manual

✓ Ten ready to use Lesson Plans each with a 

ready to use Presentation and accompanying 

Student Resources worksheets 

✓ Ten ready to use Assembly Presentations

✓ Reward Postcards and Stickers

✓ Community Engagement Activities Guide

✓ Audit kit to monitor progress 

Resources provided 

free following a two 

step induction

Resources are provided digitally 

via a Google Drive link. You can 

then choose to print as needed.

Hard copies of the Manual, 

postcards, stickers and posters are 

also available to order.
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Explore the resources

Click image to play video

17

C
lic

k
 t
o

 p
la

y

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1CmnpdZseSmKbQKoHLFMTqyMdNwFb2TjZ/view


Assemblies - example

Each Assembly 

comes as a ready to 

go Powerpoint 

presentation with 

teacher’s notes
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1fJ0oidc8XxLOqNZB4CQauoKiZT6Pkfhp/view


Lesson Plans - example

Each lesson has its own 

Powerpoint Presentation 

ready to go – with 

teacher’s notes

Each lesson has its 

own Student 

Resource Sheets

Lesson Plan. 

Tasks can be 

delivered in full 

or selected if 

time is short

C
lic

k
 t
o

 p
la

y

19

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1uKU-vgcRW-gzW9K0j6_ydvdkAh80ujD_/view


Community Engagement Activities 20



Stickers

The Common 

Good Principles 

are learned across 

the 10 weeks, 

rewarded with 

stickers

21



Postcards

When they have 

mastered the 

principles, young 

people are 

rewarded with a 

signed postcard to 

take home
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Helping you meet Ofsted criteria

Common Good Schools helps young people to Ofsted criteria

• Develop spiritual, moral, social and cultural awareness ✔

• Learn about themselves, encouraging reflection, enjoyment and fascination ✔

• Discover constructive roles they can play within the context of the local community ✔

• Use their imagination and creativity ✔

• Value not only their own but each other’s gifts and abilities ✔

• Appreciate the value and dignity of every human person ✔

• Understand the consequence of behaviour and actions ✔

• Develop an interest in investigating and appreciating the viewpoints of others ✔

• Build a deeper understanding of personal responsibility and purpose ✔

• Strengthen their moral character ✔
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Helping you with Section 48 criteria

Common Good Schools provides excellent opportunities to meet the inspection criteria for 

church schools required under Section 48 of the Education Act 2005.

Anglican and Methodist Schools (SIAMS)

The Church of England Statutory Inspection for Anglican and Methodist Schools asks:

How effective is the school's distinctive Christian vision, established and promoted by 

leadership at all levels, in enabling pupils and adults to flourish?

Common Good Schools provides excellent opportunities for a school community to 

explore the Christian principles of the Common Good and enhance the Christian ethos. 

You will find that Strand 3, Character Development: Hope, Aspiration and Courageous 

Advocacy and Strand 5, Dignity and Respect will be explicitly promoted and strengthened. 

The ten off-the-shelf assemblies also align well with best practice for Strand 6, Collective 

Worship.
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Helping you with Section 48 criteria

Common Good Schools provides excellent opportunities to meet the inspection criteria for 

church schools required under Section 48 of the Education Act 2005.

Catholic Diocese Inspection framework

This programme will greatly aid the requirements of the Catholic Diocese Inspection framework 

whose criteria names the Common Good explicitly. 

Common Good Schools will help you meet criteria when addressing spiritual and moral 

development and service and social justice, whilst also aiding religious literacy, knowledge and 

understanding in RE lessons whether taught as part of the Religious Education syllabus or 

separately.

The ten classroom lessons explore the meaning of the Common Good, whilst the Community 

Engagement Activities promote the call to, and action for, justice as pupils engage with the 

people around them. This can lead to the flourishing of young people through realisation of 

personal responsibility, and can help them develop their gifts and talents and explore their role in 

the school and wider community.
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How can our school get involved?
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Contact

schools@togetherforthecommongood.co.uk

www.togetherforthecommongood.co.uk
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